TRIO KHNOPFF

www.triokhnopff.com

United by the spirit of a Belgian symbolist painter whose exceptional work
bears witness to the vitality of art in Brussels at the turn of the 20th century,
Sadie Fields (violin), Stephanie Salmin (piano) and Romain Dhainaut (cello)
share their formidable experience and creativity to present innovative
programmes with enthusiasm and commitment.
Trained in the most prestigious European academies (Chapelle Musicale
Reine Elisabeth, Royal Academy of Music London, the Berne, Mons, and
Brussels Conservatoires) and holders of numerous prizes and awards, they
individually lead rich careers, performing around the world and recording a
wide variety of solo and chamber music repertoire. Their shared curiosity,
passion, and dedication to music was clear very soon after they met in 2014,
and this innate musical complicity allows Trio Khnopff to explore the
possibilities and push the emotional and technical boundaries of the piano
trio medium.
Free spirited and avant-garde, resolutely modern and uncompromising,
Khnopff left a legacy of paintings of incomparable seductiveness:
mysterious portraits, melancholy landscapes, and indecipherable
mysteries. Music - or silence - often holds a special place. His career
spanned the years 1880 to the 1920, an epoch of great artistic
experimentation and adventure. Beyond their extensive knowledge of
the "great repertoire", Trio Khnopff is passionate about presenting works
of this period, creating a dialogue between more famous works and
those that have been unfairly forgotten by history. They regularly play
Weinberg, Frank Martin, Krenek, Lajtha, Jongen, Saint-Saens... alongside
Brahms, Dvorak, or Piazzolla.
The trio performs frequently in festivals and concert series in Belgium, and
is regularly invited to play abroad. Their first album presenting the works
of Mieczyslaw Weinberg will be released in 2019 (Pavane Records).
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FOLK

!

A folk-inspired journey around the world
What do Haydn, Frank Martin, Dvorak, and
Piazzolla have in common? Not folk tune
clichés, but an understanding and
appreciation of the real music they heard
around them in daily life, and the ability to
renew and broaden their own musical
language through this folk inspiration.
A pioneer of musical form, Haydn often uses
popular references in his music. To the
itinerant groups heard under the windows of
the Esterházy Palace, he responds with
humour and virtuosity in his now famous
Gypsy Rondo.
Dvorak’s ‘Dumky’ trio is a major work in the
repertoire for piano trio. It has an almost
political reach through its roots in traditional
Czech music, reflecting a widely-held desire
for increased independence from German
influence.
The work is a succession of typical Central European dances, oscillating between melancholy
and real exuberance. The freedom of interpretation that Dvorak leaves to the musicians
creates a veritable playground for Trio Khnopff, who doesn’t hesitate to explore every corner
of the music, turning it into a deeply personal improvisation!
And now a work based on traditional Irish melodies – by a Swiss composer! At the request of an
American music lover, Frank Martin delivers a piece of originality and vitality, exploring the
textural nuances and possibilities of the piano trio medium, before launching into a furious jig in
the last movement.
The journey ends in a smoky bar in Buenos Aires, with the sensuality and abandonment of Astor
Piazzolla.
An entertaining and energizing programme for everyone!
Trio « Gypsy » Hob. XV:25

Franz-Joseph HAYDN (1737-1809)

Trio opus 90 « Dumky » (1891)

Anton DVORAK (1841-1904)

Trio on Irish Folk Melodies (1925)

Frank MARTIN (1890-1974)

The Four Seasons of Buenos Aires (1965-1970)

Astor PIAZZOLLA (1921-1992)
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NIGHTS...
The nocturnal world and its secrets…
1898. Fernand Khnopff exhibits paintings at the first exhibition
of the Viennese Secession. His symbolist universe and his
enigmatic portraits of women seduce and inspire Gustav Klimt
who, seemingly overnight, changes his artistic style with a
definitive shift away from academicism. The same year, a
young Viennese man falls in love with his teacher’s sister,
inspiring him to compose the great poetic work that is both
the height of romanticism and the stepping-off point for the
path towards modernism.
The “Transfigured Night” into which we are transported is
disturbing and sensual, a place where redemption and total
acceptance symbolise the power of love to triumph in even
the bleakest world. Even more than the original version for
string sextet, the version for piano trio mirrors the close
dialogue between Schoenberg’s creation and Dehmel’s
poem of the same name, as the violinist and cellist take on
the role of the couple, and the pianist conjures the unique
atmosphere of this miraculous night world.
In dialogue with this masterpiece, the second half of the concert features twilight-inspired works by four
significant composers.
Great hope of French music, a child prodigy taken by illness at the age of 25, the gently melancholic
harmonies and extraordinary tonal palette of Lili Boulanger’s D’un Soir Triste are the last reflections by a
young woman on a world at war.
A great composer, perhaps unjustly neglected because he was ‘only’ Belgian, Joseph Jongen’s Elegie
Nocturnale is a subtle work, evoking absence and abandonment – and a work that deserves a place
in every ensemble’s repertoire.
Ernest Bloch’s three ‘miniature’ nocturnes alternate between intimacy, lullaby, and storm. The night here
is never still, but contrasts and surprises!
To close the programme, one of the most beloved melodies written for piano trio: Schubert’s Notturno,
a night without shadow or cloud, a classical premonition of Verklärte Nacht.
Transfigured Night (1898)

Arnold Schönberg (1874 - 1951)

D'un Soir Triste (1918)

Lili Boulanger (1893 – 1918)

Two Trio Pieces opus 95 (1931)

Joseph Jongen (1873 - 1953)

Three Nocturnes (1924)

Ernest Bloch (1880 – 1959)

Notturno D.897 (1827)

Franz Schubert (1797 – 1828)
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(ANTI-) HEROES !
Some artists get all the glory. Others, often
through no fault of their own, toil away but
just can’t seem to find success. At least not in
their lifetimes.
2020, the year of Beethoven – a true hero par
excellence ! Fighting countless battles (a
violent father, deafness, a naturally difficult
character, to name only a few), he
overcame
enormous
obstacles
and
succeeded in gaining the recognition and
respect of all of Vienna.
In this same city, at the same time, Schubert
struggled to keep himself afloat. Only a few
lieder ever became popular. And the lied ?
This was a genre that wasn’t even considered
worthy of a serious composer. Schubert
revered Beethoven, and was even a
pallbearer at Beethoven’s funeral. A few
months later, Schubert himself was dead, and
remained in obscurity until the twentieth
century.
Shostakovich : the epitome of artistic resistance that triumphs despite political opposition. One of the
most popular composers of the twentieth century, and a true star in both the East and the West.
Weinberg : his best friend. The man with whom he went, terrified, to perform his new symphonies (in
piano four-hand version) to the party leaders for their approval. Weinberg was the only surviving
member of his family after the Holocaust, an exile, and a political prisoner whose relatives were
murdered by the secret police. His work didn’t pass the Iron Curtain. But the power of his works is
undeniable. Trio Khnopff’s album ‘Weinberg – 1945’ is scheduled for release on Pavane Records in
May 2019.

Trio opus 8 (11’)

Dimitri SHOSTAKOVICH (1906 – 1975)

Trio opus 24 (30’)

Mieczyslaw WEINBERG (1919-1996)

Notturno D.897 (8’)

Franz SCHUBERT (1797 – 1828)

Trio ‘Ghost’ opus 70/1 (25’)

Ludwig van BEETHOVEN (1770-1827)

For one hour concerts (without interval), the Variations opus 44
can replace the ‘Ghost’ Trio.
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